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LA CONDITION 
PUBLIQUE

A place of creation 
and diffusion with a 
multidisciplinary program

La Condition Publique is a public 
institution for cultural coopera-
tion (EPCC) supported by the 
Regional Council of Hauts-de-
France, the European Metropolis 
of Lille and the City of Roubaix. 
The Department of the North 
supports the venue’s activities. 

In 2016, la Condition Publique 
receives its new director, Jean-
Christophe Levassor, with the 
project of changing the place 
into a “creative laboratory”, at 
the crossroads of art, creativity, 
urbanism and environmental 
sustainability. 

The purpose of this site was to 
transform the 10,000m² former 
industrial wasteland – reno-
vated by French architect Patrick 
Bouchain at the occasion of 
“lille2004”, European Capital of 
Culture – into a field of cultural 
and artistic experimentation; 
developing digital productions 
and empowering communities 
stemming from social, urban and 
environmental innovation and 
collaborative economy.

La Condition Publique also 
shelters not less than twenty 
organizations from cultural and 
creative sectors and accom-
panies its neighbors in realizing 
their projects. In addition to this, 
it strives to enhance collabora-
tion with the social, urbanistic 
and associative actors in Pile, an 
underprivileged neighborhood 
in Roubaix where the venue 
is located. In that respect, la 
Condition Publique searches to 
organize rendez-vous in various 
forms in order to generate new 
dialogs within this community.

In 2019, la Condition Publique has 
renovated a part of its patrimo-
nial building. In parallel with this, 
the EPCC has reinvented itself 
by creating a new space, “le 
Beau Repaire” : a cross-activity 
place gathering activities of la 
Condition Publique: exhibitions, 
concerts, debates, workshops, 
games, fablab.
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A Large Chair Does not Make A King - Yinka Ilori © Andrew Meredith
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YINKA ILORI

Yinka Ilori is a London 
based multidisciplinary 
artist of a British-Nigerian 
heritage, who specializes 
in storytelling by fusing 
his British and Nigerian 
culture to tell new stories 
in contemporary design. 
Humorous, provocative 
and fun, each piece of 
furniture he creates tells 
a story. 

- 
ARTIST / DESIGNER
-
By bringing Nigerian verbal 
traditions into playful conver-
sation with contemporary 
design, Yinka Ilori plays with 
global references that speak 
to different audiences around 
the world. He studied Furniture 
and Product Design at London 
Metropolitan University and has 
since exhibited internationally 
in solo shows and collectives 
exhibitions.

- 
HIS CREATIONS
-
The Colour Palace, 2019 
Dulwich Picture Gallery Summer 
Pavilion, London

Playland, 2019
Installation for Pinterest, Cannes 
Lions Festival

Happy Street, 2019
London Festival of Architecture 
- Thessaly Road Bridge, 
Battersea

Get Up Stand Up Now
Exhibition Design, 2019
Somerset House, London

A Dialogue Space, 
Exhibition Design, 2018
The Museum of Ethnography 
Stockholm

The Red Red Suoer Stew Pop-
Up Eatery and Shop, 2018
London

A United Family eats from the
same plate, 2017
Art 1-54, Sommerset House, 
London

Estate Playground, 2017
Citizen M Hotel, Shoreditch, 
London

A Large Chair Does not Make 
A King, 2017
The New Africa Centre, Union 
Yarch Arches, London

Design Undefined, 2016 
London Design Festival,
Clerkenwell

If Chairs Could Talk, 2015
Solo Exhibition, The Shop at 
Bluebird, London
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Skatelite - premium skate ramp surface
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THE PROJECT :
COLORAMA
INDOOR
SKATE PARK 

Available in the Halle B 
of la Condition Publique 
from September 2020, 
the indoor skate park 
designed by Yinka Ilori 
will be an offbeat vision 
of space design, with its 
pop and ride inspiration.

- 
PLAY & RIDE
-
Gathering riders and skaters 
communities, this skate park will 
become a very unique practi-
cing place, by mixing sports and 
street art. 

Beyond its function as a spot 
for urban sports, the modules 
are also art works, a tool for 
improving the “employability” for 
the youth in the region. A wide 
range of events and classes 
will be organized in partnership 
with the City of Roubaix.

- 
LILLE MÉTROPOLE 2020,
WORLD DESIGN CAPITAL
-
After Turin, Seoul, Helsinki, Cape 
Town, Taipei and Mexico, the 
European Metropolis of Lille 
has been designated World 
Capital of Design 2020. In the 
program, various exhibitions 
and events talk about the place 
of design in the apprehension 
of contemporary challenges: 
climate change, housing 
improvements and research for 
a more inclusive society. Within 
this framework, COLORAMA 
designed by Yinka Ilori takes 
part of the program.

- 
A CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT
-
Throughout May 2020, la 
Condition Publique’s staff built 
every piece of the indoor skate 
park in the “Halle C” (la Condition 
Publique’s construction hall) and 
painted the walls of the “Halle 
B” in order to host the art instal-
lation. Due to the lockdown in 
March and April, Yinka has re-
motely monitored the construc-
tion, thanks to numerous online 
team meetings. The modules 
were then assembled, installed 
in “Halle B” and painted in multi-
colored shades.

SCHEDULE

+ Opening 18.09.2020

+ Halle B 
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PROJECT AND 
OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR EMPLOYMENT

Answering one of the 
prerogatives, set in ex-
change for their finan-
cial aid by the Decathlon 
Foundation, it seemed 
crucial to include employ-
ment opportunities in the 
skate park’s project. 

In order to launch re-
cruitments through an 
apprenticeship contract, 
the Condition Publique 
collaborated with the 
city of Roubaix and their 
PassSport service. 

Two apprenticeship positions 
were therefore created for youth 
leaders in a BPJEPS / APT (Physi-
cal Education for All) course, for 
the supervision of the use of the 
park, from managing the recep-
tion to the maintenance of the 
equipment.

A PARTICIPATORY 
PROJECT

- 
CONSTRUCTION
-
Two classes, of year 9 and 10 
(UK), from Saint Rémi high school 
in Roubaix, participated in the 
construction of the skate park. 
After meeting with the artist and 
the technical coordinator, the 
composition of the base of one 
of the modules of the skate park 
was entrusted to them.

-
FOR OUR YOUNGER 
VISITORS
- 
This summer, in the course of 
the program « Un été extraor-
dinaire » (an extraordinary 
summer), an initiation to skate 
boarding for children will be 
previewed in the Condition Pu-
blique’s new indoor skate park. 
This two or three hour long ac-
tivity is completely free, and the 
gear is entirely supplied by la 
Condition Publique. The sessions 
will by supervised by a qualified 
activity leader. 
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THE “HALLE B”: 
A SPACE FOR 
FREEDOM

Destined until now 
for exhibitions and 
big events (Street 
Génération(s), 
Habitarium, Braderie 
de l’Art, Name Festival, 
etc…), the “Halle B” is a 
1550 m² area. Starting in 
September, it will receive 
Yinka Ilori’s art piece 
COLORAMA. 

-
A NEW ENERGY
-
Today, the idea is to give this 
place a new identity and en-
ergy, to make it la Condition 
Publique’s recreational space.
Genuine location for urban 
practices (skateboarding, 
parkour, dance, basketball), the 
Halle B beholds infinite possi-
bilities; by receiving and joining 
together different people, acti-
vities, customs… 

This project also finds its place 
in la Condition Publique’s will to 
forge a bond with its neighbo-
rhood. By inviting neighbors to a 
warm and family-friendly space, 
dedicated to sports, it allows 
them to gather together and get 
to grips with this cultural place, 
where they may often feel as 
“outsiders”/ “outcasts”.

ART WORK 
TO PLAY

-
LOS TROMPOS
-
Conceived by Mexican de-
signers Héctor Esrawe and 
Ignacio Cadena, Los Trompos 
are playful and entertaining 
installations. Inspired by popular 
spinning-tops, they are weaved 
in a traditional way. Visitors can 
make them spin, adding move-
ment and dynamic to the instal-
lation. 

-
XXL GAMES
-
Designed by Laura Bodénez, 
the XXL Games are installed 
in all of the Halle B. Colorful 
and suitable for any age, the 
hopscotch, twister and sprint 
lines allow users to freely use 
the space.
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THE DECATHLON
FONDATION

The missions of the Decathlon 
Foundation are illustrated in the 
local involvement of a solidarity 
project. This project not only 
introduce the beneficiaries to 
the pleasures and benefits of 
sports, but also assist them in 
their social integration through 
concrete actions.

By financing sustainable invest-
ment expenses (renovating a 
sports ground, converting a 
room, sports equipment, training 
for sports careers, etc.), the am-
bition is to make a big, local, real 
and measurable impact. The 
Foundation create ties between 
associations, users and the 
corporate world by believing in 
human encounters.

From the beginning of this pro-
ject, the Decathlon Foundation 
has supported COLORAMA and 
encouraged this monumental 
work of art combining design 
and urban sport to be a spring-
board for the employment of 
local youth.

THE INSTITUT 
FRANÇAIS

The Institut français is a public 
institution responsible for the 
international cultural actions 
of France, under the supervi-
sion of the Ministry of Europe 
and Foreign Affairs and the 
Ministry of Culture. Institut fran-
çais’ purpose is to promote 
French culture internationally, in 
dialogue with foreign cultures. 
It promotes initiatives related to 
various artistic fields, intellectual 
engagement, cultural and social 
innovation, and linguistic coo-
peration. It promotes the French 
language around the world, as 
well as the mobility of works of 
art, artists and ideas.

Appointed as a headquarter 
by the Institut français for its 
cultural season AFRCIA2020, the 
Condition Publique presents 
Next Generation(s) and invites 
artists from Ghana to colla-
borate and connect with the 
neighborhood and its inha-
bitants. Installation, painting, 
sculpture, performance and 
other practices in the visual arts 
will take place encouraging an 
interdisciplinary approach. 
 

DECATHLON 
SKATEBOARDING

At Decathlon Skateboarding, the 
number one goal is to help ska-
ters discover urban roller sports 
and “soft mobility” (eco-sustai-
nable non-motorized transport). 
By conceiving and creating 
innovative skateboarding pro-
ducts that are affordable and 
easy to use for all skate styles 
out there, their range of pro-
ducts allows passionate riders 
to find gear that meets their 
needs.

For COLORAMA project, la 
Condition Publique has re-
ceived generous support from 
the brand thanks to their do-
nation of gears such as skate 
boards, protections, helmets. 
This donation will allow la 
Condition Publique’s visitors to 
initiate in skateboarding in opti-
mum conditions.
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ASSOCIATION 
NORTH 
SKATEBOARDING 
MOVEMENT

The North skateboarding mo-
vement is an organization to 
arrange skateboard sessions 
each week for its members. 
The association also organizes 
sporting and / or artistic events 
in Lille metropolitan area.

As part of the COLORAMA Skate 
park project, the NSM associa-
tion has put us in touch with a 
skateboard professionals who 
generously shared their exper-
tise.

SAINT RÉMI PRIVATE 
HIGH SCHOOL, 
ROUBAIX

Saint Rémi high school, is a pri-
vate establishment under gene-
ral, technological, professional 
and higher education contract.

According to their school pro-
gram, two classes took part in 
the construction of the skate 
park. After meeting with the de-
signer and the technical coor-
dinator, it was decided that two 
classes take the responsibility of 
making one of the bases of the 
skate park modules.

SKATELITE

For more than 22 years, Skatelite 
has stood the test of time as the 
premium skate ramp surface 
used by the pros, the top action 
sports camps and the world’s 
most notable competitions. 
Both proven legends and the 
legends-in-making depend on 
Skatelite’s weather resistance 
and the nearly indestructible 
construction that delivers a 
balance of speed and grip not 
attainable with any other sur-
face. Smooth, fast, durable and 
aesthetically pleasing, Skatelite 
is the ideal surface material for 
indoor or outdoor ramps.

The Condition Publique has 
received sponsorship from 
Skatelite, which supports 
COLORAMA by providing pre-
mium skate ramp surface.
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NEXT 
GENERATION(S)

NEW FORMS OF STREET ART 

In 2017, « STREET GENERATION(S), 40 years of street art » met a huge 
success: 43 000 visitors for “an exhibition that will leave a mark in the history 
of the movement”. (Beaux Arts – May 2017). This exhibition recounts 40 
years of street art through 50 artists, more than 100 art works and 17 in situ 
creations. 
With Next Generation(s), la Condition Publique wishes to pursue research, 
by bringing together artists in link with this movement and by crossing 
different forms and practices ; all of this in a territory with a strong heritage 
and identity.

Faithful to its vocation as a creative laboratory, the Condition Publique will 
invite artists to experiment new approaches, in harmonious dialogue with 
the territory. They will have the opportunity to open up and explore various 
domains such as urbanism, digital technology, social and environmental 
innovation, in relation with the inhabitants of the Pile and the communities 
that form its ecosystem.

After breaking down these barriers, Next Generation(s) brings together 
a committee of experts from various fields: Nicolas Laugero Lassere 
(collector, curator, principal of Icart), the Fresnoy (National Studio of 
Contemporary Art), the Institut pour la Photographie (Photography Institut), 
la Plaine Images (European Hub for creative industries), Technocité 
(continuing education center) and Archétype. 

To be in line with its ability to unite different actors in service of a territory in 
transition, the program Next Generation(s) is funded by sponsors conjoined 
by the impulse of the main benefactor, the Fondation Crédit Mutuel Nord 
Europe. Among those who have already joined this adventure are ENGIE 
and ENECSOL.

As from September 2019, the Condition Publique engages with a series of 
invitations for artists to work in situ. Debates and encounters on the subject 
of these projects will deepen their stakes. A digital and street art challenge 
will start in 2020. Then, in 2022, an exhibition will close this research cycle, 
with unique creations, in and off site. 
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LA CONDITION PUBLIQUE 
Director : Jean-Christophe Levassor

Communication : Pauline Coutant 
p.coutant@laconditionpublique.com

+33 (0)3.28.33.11.40 / +33 (0)642.38.44.28



La Condition Publique est un établissement public de la Région Hauts de France, 
de la Métropole Européenne de Lille et de la Ville de Roubaix, 
soutenu au programme d’activité par le Département du Nord.


